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Lonza to Expand Viral Therapy Business with Planned Construction of New 
Facility in Houston, TX 
 
• Lonza plans to construct a new state-of-the-art 100,000 square foot facility (9,300 

square meters) in the Houston, TX (USA) area to meet the increasing demand for viral 
therapy products 
 

• The new facility is expected to develop and manufacture both viral gene therapies 
and virally modified cell therapies 
 

• The GMP facility design will further showcase Lonza's use of single-use disposable 
platforms in modular clean-rooms and will include a fully segregated fill/finish suite 

 
 
Basel, Switzerland, 16 June 2015 – Lonza, a global leader in the field of viral and cell therapy 
manufacturing, announced today the planned expansion of its industry-leading viral gene 
therapy business. Lonza plans to construct a new 100,000 square foot facility for viral and 
immunotherapy development and manufacturing in the Houston, TX (USA) area, complete with 
a fully segregated fill/finish suite. This new facility will more than double Lonza’s capacity for 
the production of viral gene and virally modified therapeutics. 
 
The state-of-the-art multi-purpose facility is expected to come on-line in the first half of 2017 
and will include eight independent cGMP modular cleanrooms for 2,000 L-scale production in 
single-use bioreactors. Grade-B cleanrooms will also be constructed to continue the 
manufacture of EMA-regulated cell therapy products. The site master plan includes expanded 
process development and quality-control areas, shell space for future additional cleanrooms, 
and land for further potential expansions. 
 
“The clinical landscape for targeted gene therapies continues to grow at a steady rate with new 
advancements in cancer immunotherapies and cardiovascular disease,” said Andreas Weiler, 
Ph.D, Head of Emerging Technologies for Lonza’s Pharma&Biotech segment. “This investment 
will allow Lonza to be well positioned to meet the demands of this growing market and to 
remain at the forefront of the viral gene therapy industry. Our viral team has more than 20 
years of experience in viral vector gene therapy that, when combined with our newly 
constructed leading edge facility, will provide a key advantage to our customers and ultimately 
to their patients. 
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About Lonza  
 
Lonza is one of the world’s leading and most-trusted suppliers to the pharmaceutical, biotech 
and specialty ingredients markets. We harness science and technology to create products that 
support safer and healthier living and that enhance the overall quality of life.  
 
Not only are we a custom manufacturer and developer, Lonza also offers services and 
products ranging from active pharmaceutical ingredients and stem-cell therapies to drinking 
water sanitizers, from the vitamin B compounds and organic personal care ingredients to 
agricultural products, and from industrial preservatives to microbial control solutions that 
combat dangerous viruses, bacteria and other pathogens. 
 
Founded in 1897 in the Swiss Alps, Lonza today is a well-respected global company with more 
than 40 major manufacturing and R&D facilities and approximately 9,800 full-time employees 
worldwide. The company generated sales of about CHF 3.64 billion in 2014 and is organized 
into two market-focused segments: Pharma&Biotech and Specialty Ingredients. Further 
information can be found at www.lonza.com. 
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Additional Information and Disclaimer 
Lonza Group Ltd is headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, and is listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange and secondary listed on 
the Singapore Exchange Securities Trading Limited (“SGX-ST”). Lonza Group Ltd is not subject to the SGX-ST’s continuing 
listing requirements. Lonza Group Ltd is subject to the listing rules of the SIX Swiss Exchange, which does not have specific 
requirements equivalent to the listing rules of the SGX-ST for interested person transactions, acquisition and realizations and 
delisting. 
 
Certain matters discussed in this news release may constitute forward-looking statements. These statements are based on 
current expectations and estimates of Lonza Group Ltd, although Lonza Group Ltd can give no assurance that these 
expectations and estimates will be achieved. Investors are cautioned that all forward-looking statements involve risks and 
uncertainty and are qualified in their entirety. The actual results may differ materially in the future from the forward-looking 
statements included in this news release due to various factors. Furthermore, except as otherwise required by law, Lonza 
Group Ltd disclaims any intention or obligation to update the statements contained in this news release. 
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