
 
 

 

Labnovation’s COVID-19 ART Test Kit, Imported by Clearbridge, 
is One of the Only Two COVID-19 ART Test Kits 

 in the Philippines Approved by the FDA of the Philippines for Self-
Testing  

 
 

• The Group is currently the only approved importer of Labnovation’s COVID-19 
ART Test Kit in the Philippines as the Group has submitted and obtained the 
relevant regulatory approval for the ART Test Kit to be imported and used in the 
country 

• There are currently only two COVID-19 ART Test Kits, one by Labnovation and 
the other by Abbott Panbio, that have been recently approved by the FDA of the 
Philippines for self-testing  

• Potential for the Group to work with various channel partners and point-of-care 
networks (such as clinics and pharmacies) in the Philippines to market and 
distribute Labnovation’s COVID-19 ART Test Kit across the country  

• The Philippines has a population of approximately 110 million and according to 
the WHO, there are currently more than 3.4 million confirmed COVID-19 cases in 
the Philippines(1) 
 

SINGAPORE, 26 January 2022 – Asia’s integrated healthcare company, Clearbridge Health 
Limited (“Clearbridge” or the “Company” and together with its subsidiaries, the “Group”) 
("明策集团”), is pleased to announce that Labnovation Technologies, Inc.’s (“Labnovation”) 

COVID-19 Antigen Rapid (“ART”) Test Kit, which is imported by Clearbridge and registered for 
use in the Philippines, has been recently approved by the Food and Drug Administration 
(“FDA”) of the Philippines for self-testing.  
 
On 24 January 2022, the FDA of the Philippines approved two self-administered COVID-19 
ART Test Kits, one from Labnovation and one from Abott Panbio, in compliance with the 
application requirements listed in the FDA Advisory No. 2021-0684 entitled “Guidance on the 
Process for the Issuance of Special Certification for COVID-19 Test Kits Based on FDA 
Memorandum No. 2020-006 and FDA Memorandum No. 2021-009.” These kits can be used 
by individuals to detect SARS-CoV-2 antigen from nasal swabs of probable COVID-19 
patients(2). 
 
To ensure safety, efficacy and quality of these COVID-19 test kits, the FDA of the Philippines 
also advised the public and stakeholders to source for the COVID-19 test kits from FDA 
authorized importers including the Group who are holders of the Certification for the COVID-
19 test kits or their duly authorized FDA licensed distributors. 
 
 
 

(1) https://covid19.who.int/region/wpro/country/ph  
(2) https://www.fda.gov.ph/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/FDA-APPROVES-SELF-ADMINISTERED-COVID-19-ANTIGEN-TEST-KITS.pdf 



 
 

 

 
The Group is currently the only importer and distributor of Labnovation’s COVID-19 ART Test 
Kit in the Philippines as the Group has submitted and obtained the relevant regulatory 
approval for the ART Test Kit to be used in the country. 
 
As a pan-Asian private healthcare group, Clearbridge has built up a business presence and 
network across regional markets. With deep experience and familiarity working with health 
authorities, medical supply chain logistic partners and healthcare institutions, the Group has 
established a procurement and distribution platform that offers a wide range of healthcare 
products, which includes the Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccine, COVID-19 ART Test Kit, COVID-19 
Antibody Test Kit, among others, in Singapore and other countries in the region. 
 
Mr Jeremy Yee (余斌), Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer of Clearbridge, said, 

“In the Philippines, daily cases hit record highs in January following the detection of local 
cases of the Omicron variant.  
 
COVID-19 self-testing is one of the key risk-reduction measures that protect communities 
and we have seen self-testing becoming a vital part of the pandemic response in various 
countries. 
 
With the approval of Labnovation’s COVID-19 ART Test Kit for self-testing in the Philippines, 
we believe that it can serve as an important tool for routine testing by the public, offering 
some peace of mind at the same time. 
 
We aim to work with various channel partners and point-of-care networks (such as clinics 
and pharmacies) in the Philippines for Labnovation’s COVID-19 ART Test Kit to gain wider 
market outreach and accessibility.” 
 

– END – 
 
Issued on behalf of Clearbridge Health Limited by 8PR Asia Pte Ltd. 
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About Clearbridge Health Limited 
(Bloomberg Code: CBH:SP / Reuters Code: CLEA.SI / SGX Code: 1H3) 
 
Aligning with the emerging healthcare trends in Asia, Clearbridge Health Limited is a 
healthcare group that currently provides a broad base of healthcare solutions via 4 distinctive 
strategic business units, comprising healthcare systems, medical clinics/centres and strategic 
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medical technology investments, in nexus of high demand across Asia as well as investments 
within the global healthcare sector that are EBITDA positive or at an inflection point with a 
clear line of sight to profitability. 
 
For more information, please visit us at www.clearbridgehealth.com. 
 
This press release has been prepared by the Company and has been reviewed by the Company’s sponsor, United 
Overseas Bank Limited (the “Sponsor”), for compliance with Rules 226(2)(b) and 753(2) of the Singapore 
Exchange Securities Trading Limited (the “SGX-ST”) Listing Manual Section B: Rules of Catalist. This press release 
has not been examined or approved by the SGX-ST. The SGX-ST assumes no responsibility for the contents of this 
press release, including the correctness of any of the statements or opinions made or reports contained in this 
press release. The contact person for the Sponsor is Mr David Tham, Senior Director, Equity Capital Markets, who 
can be contacted at 80 Raffles Place, #03-03 UOB Plaza 1, Singapore 048624, telephone: +65 6533 9898. 
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