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CAPELLA SPACE TO ADD MORE INTER-SATELLITE DATA RELAY SYSTEMS TO ITS SAR
CONSTELLATION, CONNECTING ITS LEO PAYLOADS TO EARTH IMMEDIATELY
VIA GEO SATELLITES

London 01.07.21

Capella Space (“Capella”) has announced its intention to equip additional satellites in its SAR
constellation with Addvalue Innovation’s Inter-satellite Data Relay System (“IDRS”) terminals.
These additional terminals are scheduled for delivery in 2021 and 2022. This announcement
follows the launch of Capella’s first operational LEO satellite in August 2020 plus the launch
of four additional Capella SAR satellites so far in 2021. The entire constellation has
demonstrated continuous successful operation of the onboard IDRS systems as these
satellites have entered service since the transmission of the first live data operational
command last November.

Whilst the satellite industry continues to debate the merits of low earth orbit (LEO) versus
geostationary (GEO) networks, the IDRS service proves that not only do these technologies
not have to be mutually exclusive, but indeed, by combining strengths, they can deliver a
premium solution.

Todd McDonell, President, Inmarsat Global Government, remarked, “/IDRS proves once
again the versatility, reliability and uniqueness of the Inmarsat BGAN system. We are proud
to enable Capella Space with constant connectivity to its fleet of LEO satellites, thus providing
an unrivalled advantage to enhance their business model. It is also important to note that
the launch of Inmarsat-6 will further augment the capabilities of Inmarsat BGAN to support
innovative solutions like IDRS and beyond.”

Capella’s position as the first commercial customer with IDRS technology was borne of the
company’s commitment to the importance and power of maintaining a real time connection



with their entire LEO constellation at any given time. Recognizing that the physics of low
orbit satellites could not achieve this requirement with earth stations alone, Capella
leverages the power of the IDRS service, delivered by Addvalue and Inmarsat over the 14 L-
band network, to enable real-time tasking and low latency data delivery of 24/7 all-weather
Earth Observation data.

Payam Banazadeh, CEO and Founder of Capella commented, “We are focused on delivering
very high quality, low-latency SAR data to our customers. We have been using the IDRS
service in our growing constellation for over seven months, and the capability it has provided
for us to undertake real-time tasking has been a game changer. This service enables us to
offer high temporal resolution precisely when and where our customers need data at sub-
meter resolution.”

Dr Colin Chan, CEO and Chairman, of Addvalue added: “The Addvalue IDRS terminals
onboard Capella’s LEO satellites have allowed Capella Space to stay in constant real time
contact with their satellites since the first live operational IDRS transmission in November
2020. The announcement of Capella’s intent to equip additional SAR satellites with IDRS
terminals is a solid affirmation of the benefits of having the IDRS real-time connectivity on-
board the entire constellation. We shall continue to do our utmost to support Capella as they
continue to deploy their constellation of SAR satellites.”
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ABOUT INMARSAT

Inmarsat is the world leader in global, mobile satellite communications. It owns and
operates the world’s most diverse global portfolio of mobile telecommunications satellite
networks, and holds a multi-layered, global spectrum portfolio, covering L-band, Ka-band
and S-band, enabling unparalleled breadth and diversity in the solutions it provides.
Inmarsat’s long-established global distribution network includes not only the world’s leading
channel partners but also its own strong direct retail capabilities, enabling end to end
customer service assurance.

The company has an unrivalled track record of operating the world’s most reliable global
mobile satellite telecommunications networks, sustaining business and mission critical
safety & operational applications for more than 40 years. It is also a major driving force
behind technological innovation in mobile satellite communications, sustaining its leadership
through a substantial investment and a powerful network of technology and manufacturing
partners.

Inmarsat operates across a diversified portfolio of sectors with the financial resources to
fund its business strategy and holds leading positions in the Maritime, Government, Aviation
and Enterprise satcoms markets, operating consistently as a trusted, responsive and high-
quality partner to its customers across the globe.

For further information, follow us: Twitter | LinkedIn | Facebook | YouTube | Instagram.
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ABOUT ADDVALUE INNOVATION

Addvalue Innovation Pte Ltd, a wholly-owned subsidiary of SGX Mainboard-listed Addvalue
Technologies Ltd (A31), is a leading satellite-based communication solutions company.
Addvalue provides state-of-the-art communication terminals for use in space, in the air, at
sea and on the ground. The company also offers extensive engineering and integration
services to its customers. Addvalue’s expertise extends far beyond where the world’s
terrestrial networks end. Whatever the market or application, the company’s wide range of
satellite-based products and services is sure to offer the right technology to drive enhanced
connectivity. Learn more at www.addvaluetech.com.

ABOUT CAPELLA SPACE

Capella Space is an information services company that will provide on-demand 0.5m high-
resolution synthetic aperture radar (SAR) Earth observation imagery. Through a constellation
of small satellites, Capella provides easy access to frequent, timely and flexible information
affecting dozens of industries worldwide. Capella’s high-resolution SAR satellites are
matched with unparalleled infrastructure to deliver reliable global insights that sharpen our
understanding of the changing world — improving decisions about commerce, conservation
and security on Earth. Learn more at capellaspace.com.
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