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* For identification purpose only 

Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing Limited, The Stock Exchange of Hong Kong Limited and 

Singapore Exchange Securities Trading Limited take no responsibility for the contents of this 

announcement, make no representation as to its accuracy or completeness and expressly 

disclaim any liability whatsoever for any loss howsoever arising from or in reliance upon the 

whole or any part of the contents of this announcement. 

Voluntary and Business Update Announcement 

New Drug for Renal Anaemia Desidustat Tablets Approved in China 

  

China Medical System Holdings Limited (the “Company”, together with its subsidiaries, the 

“Group”) is pleased to announce that on 13 March 2026, new drug for renal anaemia 

Desidustat Tablets (“Desidustat Tablets” or the “Product”) has been approved for marketing 

in China by the National Medical Products Administration of the People’s Republic of China 

(NMPA). The Product is a novel, oral HypoxiaInducible Factor-Prolyl Hydroxylase Inhibitor 

(HIF-PHI) for treating anaemia in non-dialysis adult, Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD) patients. 

 

CKD involves the gradual loss of functioning of kidneys and eventually leads to kidney 

failure. If kidneys are healthy, they will naturally secrete beneficial levels of a hormone called 

Erythropoietin (EPO), which encourages red blood cell production. If the kidneys are 

impaired, they will produce reduced levels or tire of EPO production completely, leading to 

anaemia. HIF-PHI promotes erythropoiesis through increasing endogenous erythropoietin, 

improving iron availability and reducing hepcidin. The China Phase III clinical trial of the 

Product has demonstrated positive results. The primary endpoint of the haemoglobin (Hb) 

mean change from baseline to Week 7-9 has indicated that, Desidustat is more effective than 

placebo in increasing Hb level. Results from the extension study demonstrate that the Product 

can maintain Hb level within the target range over the long term with acceptable safety. In 

addition, the Product significantly reduces hepcidin levels and ameliorates iron metabolism 

disorders. 
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It is estimated that there are more than 120 million CKD patients in China. Anaemia is one of 

the frequent complications of CKD. A survey in China showed that the prevalences of 

anaemia in patients at CKD stage 1 to 5 were 22.0%, 37.0%, 45.4%, 85.1%, and 98.2%, 

respectively. The target-achieving rate (the haemoglobin (Hb) level reaching the target value 

(110~120g / L)) has increased to 51.5% for haemodialysis CKD patients with amaemia, but is 

still only 8.2% for anaemia patients in non-dialysis CKD, indicating that there is still a 

significant unmet healthcare need. 

 

The Product is administrated orally, thus expecting to improve the treatment compliance of 

patients and to meet the unmet treatment needs in the field of CKD anaemia. 

 

Desidustat Tablets have been approved for marketing in India. 

 

CMS INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANAGEMENT LIMITED, a wholly-

owned subsidiary of the Group, obtained an exclusive license for the Product from Zydus 

Lifesciences Limited (earlier known as Cadila Healthcare Limited) pursuant to a License 

Agreement with an effective date of 20 January 2020. 

 

Desidustat Tablets will strengthen the Group’s product portfolio and overall layout in the 

field of nephrology, and synergize with the marketed innovative drug Velphoro (Sucroferric 

Oxyhydroxide Chewable Tablets, indicated for CKD hyperphosphatemia). Through the 

efficient linkage of nephrology expert resources and channel networks, the Group is expected 

to rapidly promote the clinical application of Desidustat Tablets, providing differentiated 

treatment options for Chinese CKD patients with renal anaemia. The approval of the Product 

will exert a positive impact on the Group’s financial results. 

 

This announcement is made on a voluntary basis by the Company. Shareholders and investors 

are advised to exercise caution in dealing in the shares and other securities of the Company. 

 

 

By order of the Board 

China Medical System Holdings Limited 

Lam Kong 

Chairman 

 

Hong Kong, 13 March 2026 
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As at the date of the announcement, the directors of the Company comprise (i) Mr. Lam Kong 

and Ms. Chen Yanling as executive directors; (ii) Mr. Leung Chong Shun, Ms. Luo Laura 

Ying and Mr. Fung Ching Simon as independent non-executive directors.  


