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GCAL by Sarine, Stuller and AGA Introduce Certified Hybrid 

Diamond Color Master Sets 

 
Hod Hasharon (Israel), 11th March 2025 – Singapore Exchange Mainboard and Tel Aviv Exchange 

listed Sarine Technologies Ltd (“Sarine” and along with its subsidiaries “the Group”) (U77:SI; 

SARN.TA), a worldwide leader in the development, marketing and sale of precision technology 

solutions for the evaluation, planning, processing, measurement, grading and trading of diamonds 

and gems, is pleased to announce that for the first time, gemologists and jewelers will have access 

to an innovative solution for diamond color grading. Developed in collaboration with the Accredited 

Gemologists Association (AGA), Stuller, and GCAL by Sarine, the Certified Hybrid Diamond Master 

Sets provide a reliable, cost-effective alternative to traditional natural master sets—addressing 

long-standing industry challenges of limited availability and rising costs. By combining natural and 

lab-grown diamonds, these sets offer a precise and accessible tool for grading. 

 

A Collaborative Effort 

The AGA Board of Governors recently unanimously approved the new Hybrid Diamond Master sets 

for use in their Certified Gemological Laboratory (CGL) program and authorized GCAL by Sarine 

as an approved grading laboratory for certifying these master sets. The AGA-CGL program sets 

standards for equipment and professional training for the gemological laboratories of appraisers 

and jewelers. To earn CGL status, they must meet specific equipment requirements, including the 

use of a diamond master color grading set, and ensure that qualified gemologists oversee 

operations.  

 

This project stands as a testament to the power of industry collaboration. " Being a member of the 

AGA provides the opportunity to share valuable industry connections, which play a crucial role in 

addressing real challenges faced by our members nowadays. The most effective testimony of these 

synergies is the Hybrid Master Stones project, where a long-standing issue, unresolved for 

decades, was tackled thanks to the collective goodwill of all contributors. We are hopeful that this 

project will pave the way for others, fostering further collaborations with all the other gemological 

and appraisal organizations," noted Alberto Scarani, AGA Board of Governors and Project 

Coordinator. 
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A Commitment to Precision and Quality 

Stuller, a prime supplier in the diamond trade, plays a vital role in sourcing and selecting stones for 

these sets, using lab-grown diamonds for higher color grades and natural diamonds for lower ones. 

"For decades, Stuller has played a crucial role as a key supplier in the diamond trade, and as such, 

we are committed to shaping the future of the diamond industry in various ways. Thus, when AGA 

contacted us, we were excited to collaborate. We leveraged Stuller's extensive global network and 

specialized in-house screening and sorting operations, which handle millions of natural and lab-

grown diamonds annually, to pinpoint the precise stones that qualify as color master stones," said 

Guy Borenstein, Stuller’s Director of Gemstone Procurement and Senior Gemologist. "Thanks to 

the fantastic collaboration with GCAL, a project that typically requires at least a year and involves 

hundreds of rejected stones was successfully finished in under two months." 

 

The initial selection process has been streamlined using Sarine’s AI color grading technology. 

"Master stones must meet strict criteria—VG+ proportions, VS2+ clarity, faceted girdles, minimal 

fluorescence, and a pure yellow hue without tinges or modifiers—all while representing the highest 

of each respective color grade," explained Angelo Palmieri, President of GCAL by Sarine. "AI has 

made the process faster and more efficient, ultimately making master sets more accessible for 

gemologists and jewelers." 

 

After Stuller completes the initial selection, each set is graded, verified, and certified by GCAL by 

Sarine, combining AI-driven grading with expert human assessment to ensure the master stones 

meet the highest standards. Announced at the recent AGA annual conference in Tucson, these 

master sets provide for greater Accessibility as traditionally scarce and expensive, these sets now 

offer an affordable, high-quality option for professionals. In addition, AI technology and expert 

grading ensure unmatched precision with consistent, accurate color grading. Endorsed by the AGA, 

these sets give gemologists and jewelers a reliable grading tool enhancing trust to the next level. 

 

Donald A. Palmieri, Founding Partner of GCAL by Sarine, emphasized the significance of the 

project: "In all my years of appraising and certifying diamonds, no tool has been more critical to my 

gemological work than my diamond color master set. GCAL is proud to provide certification for the 

master sets in joint cooperation with Stuller and AGA." 

 

These sets will soon be available for purchase by the trade directly from Stuller.  

 

About Sarine Technologies 

Established in 1988, Sarine Technologies Ltd. is a global leader in developing advanced 

technologies for modeling, analysis, evaluation, planning, processing, finishing, grading and trading 

of diamonds. In recent years, Sarine’s business has pivoted to deriving mostly recurring revenues 

from its proprietary Gal3D inclusion and tension mapping (which processes the Galaxy® platforms’ 

output) and Advisor® rough diamond planning cloud-based software packages, along with its other 

various pay-per-use services. At the heart of Sarine’s ecosystem is the Advisor® software, which 

integrates internal inclusion scanning data and geometrical 3D analyses, to provide rough diamond 

planning and processing. Sarine’s Most Valuable Plan™ (MVP) software, launched in 2024, builds 

on Advisor® 8.0’s capabilities and to provide not only the most advanced but also predominantly 
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automated planning for natural rough diamonds, delivering greater value and enhanced production 

efficiencies in terms of both time and cost. Sarine’s broad array of services, based on data derived 

from its cutting-edge technologies, also includes Lab-Grown Diamond (LGD) planning, Journey™ 

provenance and traceability reports, GCAL diamond grading reports and other retail-focused 

solutions like visualisation and fingerprinting. Sarine continues to develop and sell its world-

renowned products, including the Galaxy® family of inclusion and tension mapping systems, rough 

diamond modelling platforms, laser-marking, inscription and fingerprinting equipment, automated 

(AI-derived) Clarity, Color, Cut and light performance grading systems and the AutoScan™ Plus for 

natural rough diamond source registration. For more information about Sarine and its products and 

services, visit http://www.sarine.com. 
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