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For immediate release 

NEWS RELEASE 

  

From online to on-the-go – Funan inspires real estate innovation to 

offer a new live-work-play paradigm in Singapore 
Integrated development retains old name with a new O2O mission 

to connect and engage with new breed of tech- and socially-savvy consumers 
 

Singapore, 7 September 2016 – An exciting lifestyle destination plugged into the world of 

tech- and socially-savvy consumers will be coming up in 4Q 2019 on the site of the former 

Funan DigitaLife Mall, right in the heart of Singapore's Civic & Cultural District at 100 North 

Bridge Road.  Building on its legacy as the definitive IT mall in Singapore over the last three 

decades, Funan will go beyond selling IT products to incorporating the tech experience 

throughout the entire integrated development. 

 

At the groundbreaking ceremony today, CapitaLand Mall Trust announced that the new 

development will simply be called “Funan”, as a tribute to the site’s legacy and an 

acknowledgement of the public’s affection for the name.  The shorter name also reflects the 

integrated development’s new role beyond a shopping mall and its modern sensibilities.  

Concept plans for the new development were unveiled at the event to show how Funan will 

be connecting the online world to the offline world (and vice versa), for its on-the-go mobile-

first customers. 

 

Mr Lim Ming Yan, President and Group CEO of CapitaLand Limited, said: “We are entering 

an exciting phase of real estate development driven by technology breakthroughs that are 

altering the fabric of our lives, and the coming-of-age of a whole generation of consumers 

who grew up with the internet.  Funan is our response to these trends.  As a new paradigm 

for live, work and play in Singapore’s city centre, Funan offers a synergistic combination of 

retail, office and apartment components that is designed to appeal to tech- and socially-

savvy consumers pursuing quality of life in a socially-conscious and creative environment.  

The integrated development will house a mall of the future serving as a platform to inspire 

retail innovation; co-working spaces for the mobile workforce, freelancers and start-ups; and 

co-living apartments for hip, young professionals.  With community, connectivity and 

convenience at its core, Funan will cater to the new breed of consumers who favour a 

collaborative environment and authentic experiences that reflect their passions and tastes.” 

 

A platform to inspire retail innovation  

 

As Funan’s centrepiece with a net lettable area of 324,000 square feet (sq ft), the retail 

component is positioned as a platform to inspire retail innovation with a strong focus on 

enabling shoppers to enjoy a myriad of experiences in line with their interests.  Its offerings 

are organised around “passion clusters”, such as “tech”, “fit” and “taste”.  
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Under the tech cluster, movie theatre operator Golden Village plans to offer the first multi-

dimensional cinematic experience for feature films in Singapore.  Leading local foodcourt 

operator Kopitiam targets to introduce a new-generation high-tech food court named 

KOPItech that features innovations such as self-ordering kiosks, food collection conveyor 

belts and tray and crockery return robots.  Besides dedicating a whole floor to the latest 

digital gadgets and technology products, the retail component will feature the latest in smart 

shopping technologies.  As part of the integration of O2O shopping experiences, Funan’s 

shoppers can look forward to the CBD’s first drive-through click-and-collect and hands-free 

shopping service, where they can choose to either pick up their purchases at Funan’s 

concierge when they are done, or have their shopping bags delivered to their homes.   

 

Sporting culture will feature prominently in Funan.  Indoor climbing gym operator Climb 

Central will offer a 50-lane climbing facility, with the highest wall extending from Funan’s 

Basement 2 to Level 2 at 15 metres high.  Sports enthusiasts can also look forward to a 

game of street basketball that can be played at the atrium with laser projection onto the floor 

for night matches.  In addition, a futsal court will be built on the sixth floor roof next to a food 

garden.  There will also be a world class gym with an adjacent 25-metre swimming pool.  

And true to its raison d’être of charting new territory, Funan is set to become Singapore’s first 

commercial building to allow cycling through the building. 

  

In line with Funan’s experiential focus, dining will become an educational and fun process.  

In support of the “from farm to table” movement, Funan will feature a 4,000 sq ft urban farm, 

where the public can learn more about the origins of their food and “adopt a plot” to grow 

their own produce.  Coupled with the 12,000 sq ft food garden, Funan will boast the largest 

area set aside for urban agriculture in the CBD.  Food trucks will also be brought into the 

development to jazz up Funan’s F&B offerings.  

 

Mr Wilson Tan, CEO of CapitaLand Mall Trust Management Limited, said: “The new 

generation of tech- and socially-savvy consumers yearn to live in a community with modern 

comforts; work in a collaborative environment that gets them inspired; and unwind in a 

convenient location where they can shop, play sports and enjoy recreational activities under 

one roof.  We have thus reimagined Funan to offer a new live-work-play paradigm 

addressing these needs.  Our starting point for Funan is a lifestyle hub where consumers 

can engage in their passions, connect with like-minded people and use the space as a 

platform to inspire and express themselves.  We then bring in complementary partners, 

products and services to offer experiences around each passion cluster, enabled by 

technology.  We also believe that Funan can be a new home for local designers, makers and 

creatives.  This will make Funan a unique retail destination that complements the offerings in 

Raffles City Singapore and other developments in the Civic & Cultural District.   

 

“We are pleased to find partners, including Climb Central, Golden Village and Kopitiam, who 

share our vision for Funan and have chosen to embark on this journey with us right from the 

beginning.  We look forward to more partners coming on board the retail innovation platform 

that is Funan, and work with us to jointly curate a markedly different retail experience for 

consumers in Singapore and beyond.”  
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A new paradigm for live, work and play 

 

Funan has a total gross floor area (GFA) of 887,000 sq ft.  Occupying more than half the 

GFA at 500,000 sq ft is the six-storey retail component, which comprises four levels above 

ground and two basement levels.  Three towers sit above, including two six-storey premium 

Grade A office towers from Level 5 to Level 10 with a GFA of 266,000 sq ft.  The two office 

towers will have different identities – smart offices in the Northern Tower and innovative 

studios in Southern Tower – to cater to the needs of a variety of businesses.  Completing the 

integrated development is a nine-storey block housing 279 co-living apartment units from 

Level 4 to Level 12 with a GFA of 121,000 sq ft.  A mobile-first digital platform that is linked to 

a smart car parking and smart access system, with video analytics and product curation will 

be incorporated as part of the building’s technology to improve productivity, energy efficiency 

and security.   

 

In support of the country’s move towards a car-lite society and to promote healthy living, 

Funan will offer full amenities and end-of-trip facilities for cycling enthusiasts, including bike 

shops, bike cafés, lockers and shower facilities.  This explains Funan’s porous streetscape 

on its ground floor featuring multiple access points and gentle slopes, which will make it easy 

for cyclists and pedestrians alike to enter the building.  

 

Once inside Funan, the public will be welcomed by a majestic design centrepiece called 

“The Tree of Life”.  Extending from Basement 2 to Level 4, the wooden and steel structure 

houses a variety of open spaces and studios that promote new forms of retail, 

experimentation and social learning.  These include design ateliers for local designers and 

makers to produce and promote their craft and open studios which the public can book to 

conduct classes.  In line with the open concept, the retail component will feature an industrial 

chic design aesthetic such as exposed steel structures and mesh balustrades that will be 

enlivened by an abundance of lush greenery.  The overall effect is an urban edge with a 

nature feel. 

 

The design consultant for Funan is Australia-headquartered international architectural firm 

Woods Bagot, with RSP Architects Planners & Engineers serving as the project architect 

and consultant.  Grant Associates, best known in Singapore for its work on Gardens by the 

Bay, is Funan’s landscape architect.  

 

A creative intersection 

    

At today’s event, Funan also unveiled its logo and tagline.  Drawing inspiration from the 

development’s strategic location at the crossroad of heritage, business, politics and culture 

in the Civic & Cultural District, Funan aspires to be at the forefront where creativity 

(representing ideas), code (representing technology) and craft (representing design) 

converge and open up new possibilities for consumers.  This vision is reflected in the logo, 

which uses a flexible graphic system featuring patterns that represent different passion 

clusters, and its tagline “A creative intersection”.   

 

For details on the logo design, partners’ quotes and fact sheet, please refer to the Annex.  
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About CapitaLand Limited (www.capitaland.com) 
CapitaLand is one of Asia’s largest real estate companies headquartered and listed in 
Singapore.  The company leverages its significant asset base, design and development 
capabilities, active capital management strategies, extensive market network and 
operational capabilities to develop high-quality real estate products and services.  Its 
diversified global real estate portfolio includes integrated developments, shopping malls, 
serviced residences, offices and homes.  Its two core markets are Singapore and China, 
while Indonesia, Malaysia and Vietnam have been identified as new growth markets.  The 
company also has one of the largest real estate fund management businesses with assets 
located in Asia. 
 
CapitaLand’s listed real estate investment trusts are CapitaLand Mall Trust, CapitaLand 
Commercial Trust, Ascott Residence Trust, CapitaLand Retail China Trust and CapitaLand 
Malaysia Mall Trust. 
 
Follow us on social media: 
 
Facebook: @capitaland / facebook.com/capitaland  
Instagram: @capitaland / instagram.com/capitaland 
Twitter: @CapitaLand / twitter.com/CapitaLand                        

LinkedIn: linkedin.com/company/capitaland-limited 

YouTube: youtube.com/capitaland 
 
 
About CapitaLand Mall Trust (www.cmt.com.sg)  
CMT is the first real estate investment trust (REIT) listed on Singapore Exchange Securities 
Trading Limited (SGX-ST) in July 2002. CMT is also the largest REIT by market 
capitalisation, S$7.5 billion (as at 30 June 2016) in Singapore. CMT has been affirmed an 
‘A2’ issuer rating by Moody's Investors Service on 16 July 2015. The ‘A2’ issuer rating is the 
highest rating assigned to a Singapore REIT.  
 
CMT owns and invests in quality income-producing assets which are used, or predominantly 
used, for retail purposes primarily in Singapore. As at 30 June 2016, CMT's portfolio 
comprised a diverse list of more than 2,900 leases with local and international retailers and 
achieved a committed occupancy of 97.9%. CMT's 16 quality shopping malls, which are 
strategically located in the suburban areas and downtown core of Singapore, comprise 
Tampines Mall, Junction 8, Funan DigitaLife Mall, IMM Building, Plaza Singapura, Bugis 
Junction, Sembawang Shopping Centre, JCube, Raffles City Singapore (40.0% interest), Lot 
One Shoppers’ Mall, 90 out of 91 strata lots in Bukit Panjang Plaza, The Atrium@Orchard, 
Clarke Quay, Bugis+, Westgate (30.0% interest) and Bedok Mall. CMT also owns 122.7 
million units in CapitaLand Retail China Trust, the first China shopping mall REIT listed on 
SGX-ST in December 2006.  
 
CMT is managed by an external manager, CapitaLand Mall Trust Management Limited, 
which is an indirect wholly-owned subsidiary of CapitaLand Limited, one of Asia’s largest 
real estate companies headquartered and listed in Singapore. 
 
 

Issued by:  CapitaLand Mall Trust Management Limited (Co.  Regn.: 200106159R) 
 
Analyst / Investor contact Media contact 
Audrey Tan Chia Pei Siang 
Vice President, Investor Relations Senior Manager, Group Communications 
Tel: +65 6713 1507 Tel: +65 6713 1379 
Email: audrey.tan@capitaland.com Email: chia.peisiang@capitaland.com                        
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Annex 

 

Quotes from Funan’s partners 

 

Ms Melissa Ho, Director, Climb Central, said: “With beginner-friendly facilities and easy-to-

use safety setups, Climb Central offers a unique opportunity for anyone to start climbing from 

as young as five years old.  The Climb Central team is excited to partner with CapitaLand to 

introduce a refreshing new climbing experience.  Expect a showcase of emerging 

technologies catering to both first-timers and experienced climbers. Hopefully more 

Singaporeans will take a break from their nearby offices and climb a different ladder!” 

 

 

Ms Clara Cheo, Chief Executive Officer of Golden Village Multiplex, said: "Golden Village is 

pleased and excited to announce our brand new cineplex in the civic district.  GV at the 

renovated Funan promises to be a game changer as we unveil a multi-sensorial, state of the 

art cinema design together with a brand new product concept that aims to excite, enthral 

movie goers, making movie-going irresistible." 

 

 

Mr Alden Tan, Managing Director of Kopitiam Investment Pte Ltd, said: “Kopitiam, 

Singapore’s leading food court operator, is excited to launch the ‘KOPItech’ concept food 

court at the new Funan.  With the introduction of new innovative technologies such as the 

‘Return Tray for Reward’ and ‘Healthy Dining Rewards’ Programs, iCashBox, Self Ordering 

Kiosk and Robotic Vacuum Cleaner, KOPItech aims to provide patrons a technology-enabled 

dining experience.” 
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Logo 
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Annex 

Fact Sheet  

 

General 

Location 109 North Bridge Road 

Description 

 

An integrated development comprising: 

• a 6-storey retail component (B2 to L4); 

• two 6-storey office towers (L5 to L10); and 

• a 9-storey tower of co-living apartments (L4 to L12); with 

• 2 levels of basement car park (B3 and B4) 

Site area 124,457 sq ft 

Developer / owner CapitaLand Mall Trust  

Project manager CapitaLand 

Estimated completion date 4Q 2019 

Project development 

expenditure 

S$560 million  

 

 

Core consultants 

Design consultant Woods Bagot 

Project architect RSP Architects Planners & Engineers (Pte) Ltd 

Quantity surveyor Langdon & Seah Singapore Pte Ltd, an Arcadis Company 

Mechanical & electrical 

engineer 

Alpha Consulting Engineers Pte Ltd 

Civic & structural engineer RSP Architects Planners & Engineers (Pte) Ltd 

Landscape designer Grant Associates 

Lighting designer Nipek 

 

 

Key features  

GFA Retail                           500,000 sq ft 

Office                           266,000 sq ft 

Co-living apartments   121,000 sq ft   

Total                             887,000 sq ft 

No. of levels 

 

Retail                            6 levels 

Office                            6 levels 

Co-living apartments    9 levels 

No. of car park spaces About 400 lots (for the entire development) 

No. of shops More than 200 

 

 

 

 


