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Olam achieves second RSPO certification for palm plantations in Gabon 

New palm traceability dashboard launched, plus third party supplier mill list published 

Singapore, January 15, 2018 – Olam Palm Gabon* (“OPG”) has reached the next 

milestone in its development of sustainable oil palm plantations, achieving Roundtable on 

Sustainable Palm Oil (“RSPO”) certification for the Bilala palm oil mill and concessions† in 

Mouila, Gabon.  

It is the second of two plantations managed by OPG to be certified, and covers 15,900 

hectares (ha) of planted oil palm, and 19,500 ha of protected High Conservation Value 

areas.  

In October 2016, the 20,000 ha Awala concession, with 6,800 ha of plantation and mill, 

became the first-ever new development in Africa to achieve RSPO certification. Together the 

certified areas total 55,400 ha. 

In addition, Olam has two remaining lots comprising 27,300 ha of planted palm and the 

protection of 36,600 ha of High Conservation Value forest and savannah. These are on 

target to achieve RSPO certification by 2021. 

Datuk Darrel Webber, CEO of RSPO, said, “Oil palm is native to Africa and when grown 

sustainably, it is the best solution to balance the competing demands of people, profit, and 

the environment. This hard-won certification shows that RSPO members such as Olam 

continue to represent the gold standard for sustainable palm oil in Africa." 

Ranveer Chauhan, Managing Director of Oil Palm and Natural Rubber, Olam International, 

said, “Certified palm oil accounts for about 19%‡ of global volumes, with Europe leading the 

way, and we expect other regions to start following suit. Achieving the certification was not 

easy – and nor should it be – we are proud of the environmental standards we have 

achieved, the jobs we have created (more than 7,700 Gabonese) and the wider social 

benefits created for the village communities around the plantations.” 

Progress on risk assessment of third party mills and launch of new Palm Dashboard 

Olam also reports continued progress on its roadmap for 100% traceability for its third party 

supply base and verification by 2020.  All suppliers are expected to uphold the Olam 

                                                           
* Olam Palm Gabon is a 60:40 joint venture between Olam International and the Republic of Gabon 
† Bilala mill concession is also known as Mouila Lot 1 
‡ https://rspo.org/about/impacts 
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Sustainable Palm Oil Policy and must also implement full compliance to the Olam Supplier 

Code, to RSPO or to a Code that is equivalent to the OSC and approved by Olam.    

As at the end of 2017, close to 1,600 indirect mills have been analysed from 14 suppliers, up 

from about 1,100 mills at the end of July 2017. The work to assess the risk profile of indirect 

suppliers’ mills - including past and future risks linked to deforestation - is being undertaken 

by the World Resources Institute and The Proforest Group. By the end of Q2, 2017, 86% of 

crude palm oil and palm kernel oil volumes were successfully traced using GPS co-

ordinates, with 100% of derivatives traced. 

Further traceability metrics and Olam’s wider palm policy commitments are now available in 

an online dashboard. Third party mills not covered by non-disclosure agreements have also 

been published on the Olamgroup.com website. 

 

Issued on behalf of Olam International Limited by: WATATAWA Consulting, 77 Robinson 

Road #33-00, Robinson 77, Singapore 068896 

For further information, please contact: 

Olam Corporate Communications 

Briony Mathieson, Group Head of Corporate Communications 

+44 7711 369867, briony.mathieson@olamnet.com 

 

Nikki Barber, Group Head of Public Relations,  

+44 7568 108555, nikki.barber@olamnet.com 

WATATAWA Consulting 

Simon Pangrazio, Managing Partner, +65 90603513, spangrazio@we-watatawa.com 

Josephine Chew, Managing Director, +65 90610353, jchew@we-watatawa.com 

 
Notes to Editors 

 
About Olam International Limited 

Olam International is a leading agri-business operating across the value chain in 70 

countries, supplying various products across 18 platforms to 23,000 customers worldwide. 

From a direct sourcing and processing presence in most major producing countries, Olam 

has built a global leadership position in many of its businesses. Headquartered in Singapore 

and listed on the SGX-ST on February 11, 2005, Olam currently ranks among the top 30 

largest primary listed companies in Singapore in terms of market capitalisation. In 2016, 

Fortune magazine recognised Olam at #23 in its ‘Change the World’ list.  

 

More information on Olam can be found at www.olamgroup.com. 

 

Olam is located at 7 Straits View, Marina One East Tower #20-01, Singapore 018936. 

Telephone: +65 63394100, Facsimile: +65 63399755  
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